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This is the third Office action for application serial number 10/732,753, Vertical 
Slide Clip, filed December 10, 2003. This application is a continuation of application 
serial number, 09/91 2,098, now patent 6,688,069 B2. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 7, 8, 10 and 1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over U.S. Patent No. 5,904,023 to diGirolamo in view of U.S. Patent No. 
5,398,902 to Crowe. diGirolamo teaches a bracket comprising a first connector plate 
(72), second connector plate (80), a plurality of linear stiffener channels (74,74'), at least 
one stiffener region (82) and one or more fastener receiving holes (84). The first and 
second connector plates being integrally connected with each other substantially at a 
right angle so as to form a right angled juncture. The plurality of substantially linear 
stiffener channels disposed in the first connector plate. The at least one stiffener region 
embossed into the second connector plate. The one or more rows of fastener-receiving 
holes extending through the second connector plate and being disposed within the at 
least one embossed stiffener region therein for non-movably fastening the second 
connector plate to another one of the building components. Each of the one or more 
rows of holes being substantially parallel with any adjacent one of the one or more rows 
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of holes. Each one of the one or more rows of holes is disposed within a stiffener 
region. At least one of the one or more of rows of holes is substantially parallel with the 
right-angled juncture. At least one of the plurality of rows of holes is substantially 
perpendicular to the right-angled juncture. However, diGirolamo fails to teach a plurality 
of stiffeners disposed in the right angled juncture. 

Crowe teaches a bracket for connecting a pair of substantially perpendicular to 
the right angled juncture. The bracket comprises a first and second connector plate 
integrally connected with each other at a right angle juncture. A plurality of stiffeners is 
disposed in the right angle juncture. It would have been obvious to one having ordinary 
skill in the art at the time the invention was made to have modified the angled juncture 
of diGirolamo to have incorporated the plurality of stiffeners along the stiffener channels 
as taught by Crowe for the purpose of improving the structural integrity of the bracket by 
attaching the stiffeners to the bracket. 

Claim 9 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
diGirolamo in view of Crowe, as applied to claims 7, 8, 10 and 1 1 , and in further view of 
U.S. Patent No. 4,918,893 to Vandenbroucke. diGirolamo in view of Crowe teaches the 
limitations of the base claim, excluding each of the plurality of linear stiffener channels 
extends from a corresponding one of the plurality of stiffener channels in the right- 
angled juncture. 

Vandenbroucke teaches a bracket having a first connector plate (7) and a 
second connector plate (1 1 ). The first and second connector plates form a right angled 
juncture, wherein the right angled juncture has a stiffener channel therein and a linear 
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stiffener channel extending from the stiffener channel (13). It would have been obvious 
to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to have 
modified the bracket as taught by diGirolamo in view of Crowe to a have incorporated 
the combination of the stiffener channel and linear stiffener channel for increasing the 
mechanical rigidity of the bracket. 

Claims 12 and 13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over U.S. Patent No. 5,664,392 to Mucha in view of U.S. Patent No. 5,454,203 to 
Turner. Mucha teaches a vertical slide clip comprising a first connector plate (14), a 
second connector plate (12), a plurality of elongated slots (30). The first connector plate 
is formed from a piece of metal material and has a pair of lateral ends with an 
upstanding flange (26) formed thereon. The second connector plate is formed from the 
piece of metal material at a right angle relative to the first connector plate to form a 
right-angled juncture therewith. A stiffener channel (16) is formed in the piece of metal 
and is disposed in the right-angled juncture. The plurality of elongated slots is in the 
second connector plate. However, Mucha fails to teach a plurality of stiffener channels 
and a score line on the second connector plate. 

Turner teaches a bracket or clip having a first and second connector plate 
wherein on of the plates have score markings. It would have been obvious to one 
having ordinary skill in the art at the time invention was made to have modified the 
second plate to have incorporated the score line for the purpose of allowing easy 
penetration of nails (col 3, line 24+). Additionally, it would have been obvious to one 
having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to have made a 
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plurality of stiffener channels, since it has been held that mere duplication of the 
essential working parts of a device involves only routine skill in the art. St. Regis Paper 
Co. v. Bemis Co., 193 USPQ 8. 

Claims 39 and 40 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over U.S. Patent No. 5,846,018 to Frobosilo in view of Vandenbroucke. Frobosilo 
teaches a clip comprising a first connector plate (14), a second connector plate (12), a 
plurality of second stiffener channels (30, 32), a pair of rows fastener holes (40a, 40n), 
and at least two holes (28a, 28b, 28n). The second connector plate is connected to the 
first connector plate and substantially protruding perpendicularly therefrom to form a 
right angled juncture therewith. The plurality of second stiffener channels is the first 
connector plate. The pair of rows of fastener holes through the second connector plate 
for receiving corresponding fastener therethrough to non-movably affix the second 
connector plate to the member. The at least two holes through the first connector plate 
for receiving other corresponding fastener therethrough to non-movably affix the first 
connector plate to another member. However, Frobosilo fails to teach a combination of 
a first stiffener channel and a second stiffener channel. 

Vandenbroucke teaches a bracket having a first connector plate (7) and a 
second connector plate (11). The first and second connector plates form a right angled 
juncture, wherein the right angled juncture has a stiffener channel therein and a linear 
stiffener channel extending from the stiffener channel (1 3). It would have been obvious 
to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to have 
modified the bracket as taught by Frobosilo to a have incorporated the combination of 
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the stiffener channel and linear stiffener channel as taught by Vandenbroucke for 
increasing the mechanical rigidity of the bracket (col.3, lines 43+). 

Claim 41 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Frobosilo in view of Vandenbroucke, as applied to claims 39 and 40, and in further view 
of Turner. Frobosilo in view of Vandenbroucke teaches the limitations of the base 
claim, excluding fastener means comprises a score line. 

Turner teaches a bracket or clip having a first and second connector plate 
wherein on of the plates have score markings or lines (26). It would have been obvious 
to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time invention was made to have modified 
the second plate to have incorporated the score line for the purpose of allowing easy 
penetration of nails (col 3, line 24+). 

Claims 22, 38, and 42-49 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over U.S. Patent No. 4,920,713 to Borresen in view of U.S. Patent No. 
5,454,203 to Turner. Borresen teaches a clip comprising a first connector plate (20), 
and a second connector plate (21). The first and second connector plates are at right 
angles. A first recessed stiffener region (surrounding 29) is in the second plate. A first 
elongated slot (29) is in the first recessed stiffener region. However, Borresen fails to 
teach a score line in the first connector plate. 

Turner teaches a bracket or clip having a first and second connector plate 
wherein on of the plates have score markings. It would have been obvious to one 
having ordinary skill in the art at the time invention was made to have modified the 
second plate to have incorporated the score line for the purpose of allowing easy 
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penetration of nails (col 3, line 24+). 

Claims 33 and 34 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over U.S. Patent No. 5,587,555 to Rinderer in view of U.S. Patent No. 5,885,024 to 
Zupan. Rinderer teaches a clip comprising a first connector plate (44), a second 
connector plate (40), at least one elongated slot (70) and a score line (54). The first 
connector plate is formed from a piece of metal material. The second connector plate is 
formed from the piece of metal material such that the first and second connector plates 
form an L-shaped clip with a juncture therebetween. The at least one elongated slot is 
in the second connector plate and extends along an axis that is substantially 
perpendicular to the juncture. The score line is in the first connector plate. The score 
line is substantially parallel to the second connector plate. However, Rinderer fails to 
teach at least one stiffener disposed in the juncture between the first and second 
connector plates. 

Zupan teaches a clip having a stiffener channel (16, 18) is formed in the piece of 
metal material and is disposed in the juncture between the first and second connector 
plates (14, 24). It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the 
time invention was made to have modified the juncture formed between the first and 
second connector plates as taught by Rinderer to have incorporated the stiffener 
channel as taught by Zupan for the purpose of providing a joint strenghthening device 
(col. 4, line 6+). 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 1-6, 16-21, 28-32, 37, 50 and 51 are allowed. 

Claims 14, 15, 23-27, 35, and 36 are objected to as being dependent upon a 
rejected base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all 
of the limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-51 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .1 36(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
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than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Gwendolyn Baxter whose telephone number is 571-272- 
6814. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Wednesday, 8:00am - 
5:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Robert Olszewski can be reached on 571-272-6788. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




/Gwendolyn Baxter 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 3632 



September 6, 2005 



